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Referred to in this collection’s version of “Blow the Man Down” is the Black Ball Line, a cargo
and passenger line that sailed between North America and Europe twice a month.

Besides “Blow the Man Down,” Roberts’ collection of 20 shanties includes the following:
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Published by J.A. Rogers himself, the book is an extension of a lifestyle. After graduating
from UCLA in 1967 with the intention of starting a music career, Rogers’ plans were
interrupted by the Vietham war. He served in the 101st Airborne division at Hue.

After the war, Rogers went to Hollywood to work in the entertainment industry. However, a
cruising dream was becoming more and more urgent and attainable to him.

In 1973, he built and launched a 35-foot sailboat and lived aboard it at Marina del Rey while
planning to cruise through the Panama Canal and into the Caribbean.

Thirty years later, Rogers has sailed thousands of miles and written six books about his
experiences.

For more information about his “Songs for Sail” and other works, visit jarogers.com or e-

mail jim@jarogers.com
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